Oliver Twist FAQs

1. What is integrated creative use of sign language, audio description and captioning? 

Sign language, audio description and captioning are access features that are used to improve the experience for D/deaf, hearing impaired, blind and visually impaired theatre attendees. Oliver Twist features these access elements in every performance.

Amy Leach, director of Oliver Twist describes the access elements as ‘creative layers’, which make the show ‘richer, more interesting and more inclusive for everyone.’  
 
2. Is integrated access for me? 
Yes. Integrated access aims to make the story of Oliver Twist accessible to everyone.  
 
3. Who is Bryony Lavery? 
Bryony Lavery is the writer of this new adaptation of Oliver Twist. 
 
4. Who is Amy Leach? 
Amy Leach is Associate Director at Leeds Playhouse and the Director of Oliver Twist. Amy has previously directed There are no Beginnings, which featured integrated audio description and The Night Before Christmas which featured integrated creative sign language. 
 
5. What is Ramps on the Moon? 
Ramps on the Moon is a consortium of six theatre venues that are undertaking a six year programme of work integrating disabled and non- disabled performers and practitioners. This programme aims to achieve a step change in the employment and artistic opportunities for disabled performers and creative teams, and a cultural change in the participating organisations to enable accessibility to become a central part of their thinking and aesthetics. 
Partners in this scheme include: 
· Leeds Playhouse 
· Graeae Theatre Company 
· New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich 
· Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
· Nottingham Playhouse 
· Sheffield Theatres 
· Theatre Royal Stratford East 
 
6. Why is this show 11+? 
The script for Oliver Twist is a new adaptation. This adaptation is being created in keeping with the tone of Dickens’ novel and will aim to stay true to the dark, brutal and sometimes violent nature of the original story. It is not a musical. The play depicts violence and abuse against women and children and people with disabilities. It also shows depictions of suicide. Please contact our Box Office team if you have any specific questions. 
(Please update age guide according to your venue) 
 
7. How did you decide on your age guide? 
The age guide is agreed by the Director and venue during the development stage of a production. Age guidance and trigger warnings are updated as the content of a production is finalised. 
 
8. It says on your website that Oliver Twist is not musical, what is it? 
Oliver Twist is a new play, written by Bryony Lavery. This new adaptation has been created in keeping with the tone of Dickens’ novel and will aim to stay true to the dark, brutal and sometimes violent nature of the original story.  


